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the Indus and the Jumna there are no less than five rivers, and
it is this circumstance which has given the province its name,
for "Punjab9* is derived from Hindustani for "five rivers." The
Jhelam runs south/east, the Chenab comes from Kashmir; the
Ravi joins the Chenab after a course of 460 miles, the Beas is
the smallest; the Sudej is the fifth.
If one were to travel from one end of India to the other one
would find roughly that the north around the Punjab Province
would be dry and desert/like while in Bengal and Bombay
the land would be more or less flat, fertile and nearly always
flooded in the rams.   South around Madras there would be
conditions varying between the uncomfortably dry and the
dangerously flooded.  The most marked difference, however,
is in the nature of the village architecture and the spirit of the
people.  I once made the journey from Calcutta to Delhi
and from there down to Bombay.   It was early in the monsoon
season, and I noted carefully the changes in the condition of
land and people   As I passed through Bengal the green,
fertile land stretched from horizon to horizon.   Leagues and
leagues of paddy/fields were diversified by clumps of bamboo
and long irregular strings of palms.   Clouds lay low and
darkly bellying, everything was dank and luxuriant.   Grass
sprouted everywhere; from the pantiled roofs of buildings, the
crannies of old walls, the cracks in concrete paths, the chinv
neys of factories, over the rails of side/lines, and on decaying
patches of fallen trees.  The young rice was a mild lush green.
Water lay in sullen sheets; all things were green and soaking,
and every half/hour or so the clouds sent down long whippings
of grey rain further to drench a drowning landscape. Villages
cowered from rain and wind on low,  bamboo/covered
hillocks, and cultivators waded knee/deep in mud and water.
I noted particularly the Bengali village hut.   It has a curiously
bent thatched roof as if somebody had pulled it down at each
corner, leaving the middle as a rounded hump.   Its framework
is bamboo poles and the walls a combination of matting
and mud.